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In the claims: 

1. (currently amended) A device for cort^ressing the chest of a 
patient during cardiopulmonary resuscitation , wherein the cheat is 
characterized by the sternum of the patient and areas lateral to 
the sternum , said device comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the patient; 

a driver mechanism, operably connected to the band, for 
contracting the band; 

a fluid-filled cushion disposed between the chest of the 
patient and the band , with at least a portion of said 
cushion disposed over the sternum of the patient ; and 

an automatic .controller for controlling operation of the 
driver mechanism; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the driver 
mechanism to contract the band at a rate sufficient to 
perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the driver 
mechanism to contract the band to a tightness sufficient to 
perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation - 

2- (currently amended) A device for compressing the chest of a 
patient during cardiopulmonary resuscitation , wherein the chest is 
characterized by the sternum of the patient and areas lateral to 
the sternum , said device comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the patient, the 
band having a plurality of fluid-receiving cells disposed 
along the length of the band; 

a driver mechanism, operably connected to the band, for 
inflating the fluid-receiving cells; 
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a cushion disposed between the chest of the patient and the 
band , with at least a portion of said cushion disposed over 
the sternum of the patient ; and 

an automatic controller for controlling operation of the 
driver mechanism; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the driver 
mechanism to inflate the fluid-receiving cells at a rate 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the driver 
mechanism to inflate the fluid-receiving cells to a 
pressure sufficient to contract the band to a tightness 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

3. (original) The device of claim 2, wherein the cushion is a 
sealed cushion. 

4. (original) The device of claim 2, wherein the band is 
comprised of an inelastic material - 

5. (currently amended) The device of claim 2, wherein A dovico 
for oomprossing the choot of a patient during oardiopulmonary 
roauDcitationy — paid dovico comprising - r - 

a bond adapted to extend around tho chOQt of the pationt, tho 
b and having a plurality of fluid - r e coiving colla di s po sed 
along tho length of tho band, whoroin the plurality of 
fluid-receiving cells are in fluid communication with each 
other-;- 

a driver mochanism^ — connected to tho band and tho fluid 

rcooiving cgIId/ for inflating tho fluid rccoiving cello; 

a cu s hion diopoDOd botwoon tho choot of the patient and tho 
band; — and 
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an autoiciQ-bic oontrollor for controlling tho oporation of tho 
driver mochanism; 

whoroin tho cont.rollor is progrcuimiod to control tho driver 
moGhanism to inflate tho fluid roooiving coIIq at a rate 
puff ioiont to p e rform cardiopulmonary rosupcitation; 



6. (original) The device of claim 5, wherein the cushion is a 
sealed cushion. 

7. (original) The device of claim 5, wherein the band is 
comprised of an inelastic material. 



patient during cardiopulmonary resuscitatio n, wherein the chest is 
characterized by the sternum of the patient and areas lateral to 
the sternum , said device comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the patient^ the 
band having a plurality of fluid-receiving ceils disposed 
along the length of the band, each fluid-receiving cell 
being interconnected to another fluid-receiving cell by a 
manifold; 

a driver mechanism, operably connected to the band, for 
inflating the fluid-receiving cells; 

a cushion disposed between the chest of the patient and the 
bamd , with at least a portion of said cushion disposed over 
the sternum of the patient ; and 

an automatic controller for controlling operation of the 
driver mechanism; 




roller io programm e d to control tho driver 



mochaniom to inflate tho fluid receiving ccIIg to a 
preoouro oufficiont to oontract the band to a tightnesp 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary re s uscitation . 



8. (currently amended) 



A device for compressing the chest of a 
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wherein the controller is programmed to control the driver 
mechemism to inflate the fluid-receiving cells at a rate 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the driver 
mechanism to inflate the fluid-receiving cells to a 
pressure sufficient to contract the band to a tightness 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

9. (original) The device of claim 8, wherein the cushion is a^ 
sealed cushion. 

10. (original) The device of claim 8, wherein the band is 
comprised of an inelastic material. 

11. (currently amended) The device of claim 8 wherein A devico 
for GomproaGing the chODt of a pationt during cardiopulmonary 
rcouocitation/ Gaid devico comprising s 

a band adapted to extend around tho ohoot of the patient/ tho 
band having a plurality of fluid receiving c e llo diopoDod 
along the length of the band/ oaoh fluid rccoiving coll 
being intorconnoctGd to anothor fluid receiving coll by a 
manifo ld |. wherein the plurality of fluid-receiving cells 
are in fluid communication with each other-^ 

a driver mechanism ^ — connect e d to tho band and the fluid 

rccoiving oolls/ for inflating tho fluid - rocoiving cello; 

a cushion di s pocod betw ee n - the choot of th e patient and th e 
band; and 

an automatic controller for controlling the operation of tho 



PACE 6/14 « RCVD AT 1 1/4/2004 7:08:54 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/2 • DN1S:8729302 « COT): • DURATION (imn-ss):03-58 




wh e r e in the control lor ia programmed to control the driver 
mochaniDm to inflat e the fluid receiving ocllo at a rato 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation ; - 



4 



Nov-04-p4 05:l,5piii Froni-Crockett & Crockett 



T-491 P.007/OU F-969 



212/220 

wherein tho controllor io prograntmcd to control the driver 
fficchaniDiti to inflate the f luid - rcociving oollo to a 
g rcoourc oufficiont to contract tho band to a tightneop 
s ufficient to perform cardiopulmonary roDaocitation . 

12. (original) The device of claim 11, wherein the cushion is a 
sealed cushion. 

13. (original) The device of claim 11/ wherein the band is 
comprised of an inelastic material. 

14. (currently amended) The device of claim 1 wherein the cushion 
is sized and dimensioned to cover substantially the entire 
anterior portion of the chest of the patient , including the 
sternum of the patient s 

15. (currently amended) The device of claim 2 wherein the cushion 
is sized and dimensioned to cover substantially the entire 
anterior portion of the chest of the patient , including the 
sternum of the patient . 

16. (currently amended) The device of claim 5 wherein the cushion 
is sized and diinensioned to cover substantially the entire 
anterior portion of the chest of the patient , including the 
sternxjm of the patient . 

17. (currently amended) The device of claim 8 wherein the cushion 
is sized and dimensioned to cover substantially the entire 
anterior portion of the chest of the patient , including the 
sternum of the patient . 

18. (currently amended) The device of claim 11 wherein the 
cushion is sized and dimensioned to cover substantially the entire 
anterior portion of the chest of the patient , including the 
sternum of the patient. 
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19. (previously presented) A method of compressing the chest of 

a patient during cardiopulmonary resuscitatio n, wherein the chest 
is characterized by the sternum of the patient and areas lateral 
to the sternum , said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a device for compressing the chest of a patient^ 
said device comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the 
patient; 

a driver mechanism, operably connected to the band, for 
contracting the band; 

a fluid-filled cushion sized and dimensioned to cover 
substantially the entire anterior portion of the chest 
of the patient , including the sternum of the patient ; 
and 

an automatic controller for controlling operation of the 
driver mechanism; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the 
driver mechanism to contract the band at a rate 
sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation; 

wherein the controller is programmed to contract the 
band to a tightness sufficient to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation; 

placing the cushion on the anterior portion of the chest of 
the patient such that the cushion substantially covers the 
sternum of the patient ; 

securing the band around the chest of the patient and over 
the cushion; and 
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contracting the band to compress the chest of the patient to 
a tightness and at a rate sufficient to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation on the patient, 

20- (previously presented) A method of compressing the chest of 

a patient during cardiopulmonary resuscitation , wherein the chest 
is characterized by the sternum of the patient and areas lateral 
to the sternum , said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a device for compressing the chest of a patient , 
said device comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around the chest of the 
patient, the band having a plurality of fluid- 
receiving cells disposed along the length of the band; 

a driver mechanism, operably connected to the band, for 
inflating the fluid-receiving cells; 

a cushion sized and dimensioned to cover substantially 
the entire anterior portion of the chest of the 
patien t r with at least a portion of said cushion 
disposed over the sternum of the patient ; and 

an automatic controller for controlling operation of the 
driver mechanism; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the 

driver mechanism to inflate the fluid-receiving cells 
at a rate sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation ; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the 

driver mechanism to inflate the fluid-receiving cells 
to a pressure sufficient to contract the band to a 
tightness sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation; 
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placing the cushion on the etnterior portion of the chest of 
the patient such that the cushion substantially covers the 
sternum of the patient ; 

securing the band around the chest of the patient and over 
the cushion; 

inflating the fluid-receiving cells to a pressure sufficient 
to contract the band to a tightness sufficient to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation; and 

inflating the cells at a rate sufficient to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

21, (previously presented) A method of compressing the chest of 

a patien t, wherein the chest is characterized by the sternum of 
the patient and areas lateral to the sternum , said method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a device for compressing the chest of a patient, 
said device comprising: 

a band adapted to extend around this chest of the 
patient, the band having a plurality of fluid- 
receiving cells disposed along the length of the band, 
wherein each of the fluid-receiving cells is in fluid 
communication with a manifold; 

a driver mechanism, operably connected to the band, for 
inflating the fluid-receiving cells; 

a cushion sized and dimensioned to cover substantially 
the entire anterior portion of the chest of the 
patient , including the sternum of the patient ; and 

an automatic controller for controlling operation of the 
driver mechanism; 
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wherein the controller is programmed to control the 

driver mechanism to inflate the fluid-receiving cells 
at a rate sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation; 

wherein the controller is programmed to control the 

driver mechanism to inflate the fluid-receiving cells 
to a pressure sufficient to contract the band to a 
tightness sufficient to perform cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation; 

placing the cushion on the anterior portion of the chest of 
the patient such that the cushion substantially covers the 
sternum of the patient ; 

securing the band around the chest of the patient and over 
the cushion; 

inflating the fluid-receiving cells to a pressure sufficient 
to contract the band to a tightness sufficient to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation on the patient; and 

inflating the cells at a rate sufficient to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 
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